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Admissions Tests

Test Prep Tips

· An average score requires a minimum 100 hours of preparation.
· Consistent study—not 8 hours a day but 1½ hours a day for 2-3 months.
· Focus on what you are weak at, while not getting over-confident about what you already know.

· Time management and handling pressure are also crucial. Time your speed and don’t give yourself more than the specified amount of time to each section. Take regulated short breaks to collect your thoughts before you begin the next section. 
Graduate Record Examination (GRE)

Many graduate programs require the GRE for admission. The General Test is a 4-hour computer-based standardized test measuring verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing skills that have been acquired over a long period of time and that are not related to any specific field of study. Subject tests may be required for certain programs; check with the school to get this information.

Miller Analogy Test (MAT)

The MAT uses verbal analogies to test reasoning ability.  Some graduate schools will accept the MAT in lieu of the GRE. 

Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT)

The GMAT is required for most students seeking an MBA degree.  The 4-hour test measures general verbal and mathematical skills and analytical writing skills. 

Law School Admission Test (LSAT)

The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is a half-day standardized test required for admission to all ABA-approved law schools, most Canadian law schools, and many non-ABA-approved law schools. It provides a standard measure of acquired reading and verbal reasoning skills. The test is administered four times a year. Many law schools require that the LSAT be taken by December for admission the following fall. The use of the LSDAS service is highly recommended as it assembles, in one report, all of the information required of the applicants by most law schools. 

Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT)

The MCAT measures applicants’ abilities in chemistry, physics, biology, reading, and quantitative and analytical skills.  The MCAT is a standardized, multiple-choice examination designed to assess problem solving, critical thinking, and writing skills in addition to the examinee’s knowledge of science concepts and principles prerequisite to the study of medicine. Scores are reported in each of the following areas: Verbal Reasoning, Physical Sciences, Writing Sample, and Biological Sciences. Almost all U.S. medical schools require applicants to submit MCAT scores during the application process. Many schools may not accept MCAT scores more than 3 years old. Applicants are encouraged to take the MCAT 18 months before entering medical school.  You will also want to register for the American Medical Application Service.  Applications are available on line at www.aamc.org. 
Dental Admission Test (DAT)

The DAT is designed to measure general academic ability, comprehension of scientific information, and perceptual ability. The DAT is required by all dental schools for admission. 

Optometry Admission Test (OAT)

The Optometry Admission Test (OAT) is a standardized examination designed to measure general academic ability and comprehension of scientific information. The OAT is sponsored by the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) for applicants seeking admission to an optometry program. All schools and colleges of optometry in the United States require the OAT.

Pharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT)

The PCAT measures general academic ability and scientific knowledge necessary for the commencement of pharmaceutical education. The PCAT consists of approximately 280 multiple-choice questions and an essay; candidates are given four and half hours to complete the exam.

National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX)

The NCLEX tests are required to receive professional licensure in the field of nursing and are created by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN).

Resources for Test Preparation
Educational Testing Service Network

www.ets.org
Leads to official website for GRE and TOEFL.  Provides a link for registration and testing information.

ExamFocus

http://www.examfocus.com/ 

Free practice tests for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, and MCAT

Graduate Guide

www.graduateguide.com/articles.asp?rcatid=17 

Provides dates and links to official web sites for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, MAT, MCAT, PCAT, DAT, OAT, and TOEFL.

Kaplan

www.kaplan.com
Offers practice tests for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, NCLEX, MCAT, MAT plus articles that address test anxiety and more.

Learning Express Library

www.learnatest.com/LearningExpressLibrary/Home.cfm?CFID=x&CFTOKEN=x&Refresh=1&HR= 

This subscription service through Heterick Memorial Library located under “L” in the databases offers access to targeted skill-building interactive courses in math, reading, and writing, and online interactive practice tests.  

Michigan State University Testing Office

www.testingoffice.msu.edu/prep.htm
Number2.com

www.number2.com
Offers GRE review and a vocabulary builder that adjusts to ability level, increasing difficulty as skill level increases.

Peterson’s 

www.petersons.com/testprep/default.asp?id=880&path=gr.pft.gre 

Offers practice tests for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, NCLEX, MCAT, MAT plus test taking tips.  

PowerScore

www.powerscore.com/lsat/help/index.htm
Offers limited free and fee-based services for GMAT, GRE, and LSAT.  

Princeton Review

www.princetonreview.com/home.asp
Offers practice tests for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, NCLEX, MCAT, MAT, USMLE, TOEFL plus articles that address test anxiety and more.

Testmasters

www.testmasters.com/resources.html
Offers free and fee-based services for review of GRE, GMAT, and LSAT.  You must create a free account to access free services.

Test Prep Review

www.testprepreview.com/ 

Offers practice tests for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, NCLEX, MCAT, MAT plus articles that address test anxiety and more.
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